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STATEMENT 

DR. KATHLEEN MULLAN HARRIS,

PRESIDENT, POPULATION ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

and

DR. LYNNE CASPER, 

PRESIDENT, ASSOCIATION OF POPULATION CENTERS

on

DEPARTURE OF DR. DUANE ALEXANDER 

As the Presidents of the Population Association of America (PAA) and Association of Population Centers (APC), we are disheartened to learn about the impending departure of Dr. Duane Alexander as Director of the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD). 

The field of population research is indebted to Dr. Alexander for his distinguished leadership and uncommon dedication to improving public health through science.  With respect to population science, his efforts have been especially influential. 

During his tenure, critical programs, such as the Population Research Infrastructure Program, were established that have benefited generations of social scientists who study the implications of population change.  Dr. Alexander has also played a pivotal role in developing and sustaining longitudinal studies and large-scale data sets, including the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (Add Health), Fragile Families, Three Cities, and New Immigrant Study.  These seminal surveys are recognized universally for their utility, accessibility, and credibility.  Without these resources, researchers, policymakers, the media and general public could not assess the health and well being of children and families and understand the consequences of social and environmental changes.

Dr. Alexander devoted his scientific and professional career to NICHD and its mission of supporting research on the health of children, adults, families, and populations.  Because of his service, the Institute has supported groundbreaking research that is saving lives and improving the quality of life for people worldwide.  The Global Health Initiative will benefit undoubtedly from his involvement and knowledge.

Dr. Alexander’s steady, sanguine, and fair management style will be missed by anyone who had the pleasure of working with him.  We wish Dr. Alexander the best of luck as he begins a new phase of his career and, once again, thank him for his service at NICHD. 
The Population Association of America (PAA) (www.popassoc.org) has over 3,000 individual members who conduct research on the implications of population change.  PAA members include demographers, sociologists, economists, health scientists, and statisticians.  The Association of Population Centers (APC) (www.popcenters.org) is comprised of over 40 universities and research groups nationwide whose mission includes fostering collaborative demographic research and data sharing and translating basic population research for policy makers.






