The leaders of the House and Senate, with the Bush Administration, are currently working on an omnibus spending bill to fund most of the federal government in Fiscal Year 2008.  Three agencies important to the Population Association of America and Association of Population Centers have a lot at stake in terms of the final number they receive in the omnibus bill.

Therefore, if you care about the National Institutes of Health, National Center for Health Statistics and Census Bureau, please contact your U.S. representative and U.S. senators and urge them to support the following funding levels for our agencies of interest.  If your representative or senator is listed below, it is ESPECIALLY important that you call or e-mail since these members are negotiating the bill for both chambers.

National Institutes of Health--come as close as possible to the $30 billion Congress proposed NIH receive in the original Fiscal Year 2008 Labor, Health and Human Services Appropriations conference agreement that the President vetoed.

National Center for Health Statistics--provide the $116 million Congress proposed NCHS receive in the original Fiscal Year 2008 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations conference agreement that the President vetoed.  At the very least, NCHS needs $4.6 million more than it received in Fiscal Year 2007 to sustain vital statistics collection.  

Census Bureau--provide Bureau with $1.26 billion in Fiscal Year 2008 to enable Bureau to conduct 2010 Census ramp up activities including the 2008 Census Dress Rehearsal, 2007 Economic Census, and other ongoing survey activities. 

Time is critical because the omnibus spending bill will be on the floor next week.  Thank you! Mary Jo

Contact information for U.S. House:  http://www.house.gov/writerep/
Contact information for U.S. Senate: http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm

House conferees
Democrats
Obey (Wisconsin)
Lowey (New York)
DeLauro (Connecticut)
Jackson (Illinois)
Kennedy (Rhode Island)
Roybal-Allard (California)
Lee (California)
Udall (New Mexico)
Honda (California)
McCollum (Minnesota)

Republicans
Walsh (New York)
Regula (Ohio)
Peterson (Pennsylvania)
Weldon (Florida)
Simpson (Idaho)
Rehberg (Montana)

Senate conferees
Democrats
Harkin (Iowa)
Inouye (Hawaii)
Kohl (Wisconsin)
Murray (Washington)
Landrieu (Louisiana)
Durbin (Illinois)
Reed (Rhode Island)
Lautenberg (New Jersey)
Byrd (West Virginia)

Republicans
Specter (Pennsylvania)
Cochran (Mississippi)
Gregg (New Hampshire)
Craig (Idaho)
Hutchison (Texas)
Stevens (Alaska)
Shelby (Alabama)
Domenici (New Mexico)
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