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USAID

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) is an
independent federal government agency that receives overall foreign policy
guidance from the Secretary of State. USAID supports long-term and
equitable economic growth; agriculture and trade; global health; democracy;
conflict prevention and humanitarian assistance. USAID provides assistance
in four regions of the world: Sub-Saharan Africa; Asia and the Near East;
Latin America and the Caribbean; and Europe and Eurasia.

Of primary interest to demographers are issues relating to population
dynamics. USAID contributes to a global effort to stabilize world population
growth and support women’s reproductive rights. Most resources support
voluntary family planning systems; reproductive health care; needs of
adolescents and young adults; infant and child health; education for girls and
women; and related research. The Office of Population and Reproductive
Health finances most of USAID-supported demographic research — most
notably the Demographic and Health Survey.

The Foreign Operations Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee
funds USAID. In Fiscal Year 2007 Congress allocated $$691 million for
maternal and child health programs and $435 million for family planning and
reproductive health assistance.

PAA/APC participates in meetings of the International Family Planning
Coalition to keep abreast of issues affecting the conduct of international
demographic research and to support funding for the Office of Population and
Reproductive Health.

For additional information about USAID, go to http:www.usaid.gov/.
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