FRAENRWRS OF
September 4, 2008

The Honorable David R. Obey
Chairman

Committee on Appropriations

2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Obey:

The Friends of NCHS (list attached) wish to thank you for proposing a funding level of
$124.7 million for National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) in the Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies fiscal 2009 appropriations mark. We
greatly appreciate your leadership in restoring funding for this vital agency and the health
data it collects.

As you prepare the fiscal 2009 continuing resolution, we respectfully ask that you
consider providing NCHS with the $124.7 million proposed in your mark. NCHS needs
this funding now to preserve its current and future data collection efforts. Without the
funding needed to revise, pretest, and plan data collection activities for calendar year
2009 and beyond, NCHS may be forced to make the following cuts:

« Reducing by half its National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) sample, which has
monitored trends in illness, disability, and health insurance coverage for over 50
years. Such cuts will jeopardize data on health insurance coverage at a time when
policymakers need these data to formulate and evaluate health system changes. These
cuts will also have significant adverse effects on our ability to understand the health
status of minority groups and health disparities at a time when our society becomes
increasingly diverse.

« Postponing until at least fiscal 2011 its Nursing Home Survey, which was last
conducted in 2004. Further delays in the collection of these essential data will prolong
our understanding of the provision and financing of long-term care at a time when
more and more aging and disabled Americans seek care in these sites of service.

. Taking its National Hospital Discharge Survey—which has been conducted annually
since 1965—out of the field. Doing so will mean no data in calendar year 2009 on the
characteristics of inpatients discharged from U.S. hospitals, e.g., average length of
stay and rates of surgical and non-surgical procedures by age, race, and gender. In



addition, work will be suspended on the survey redesign to provide a wider range of
data to reflect changes in health care delivery.

« Purchasing only “core items” of birth and death data from states (e.g., place of
residence, age of mother, race of parents, and gender). Nearly all data items that are
routinely used to monitor maternal and infant health, such as use of prenatal care,
smoking during pregnancy, medical risk factors, and educational attainment of
parents, would be considered “enhanced data items” and would not be collected from
all states. As a result, complete national data on key risk factors would be unavailable
and will only be collected if sufficient funding is available.

Flat and/or delayed funding in fiscal 2009 and uncertainty about future funding could
result in even more drastic cuts in fiscal 2010 and beyond. These could include:

« Deeper cuts to the NHIS sample, or taking the survey out of the field altogether.

« Reducing by half its National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES)
sample, eliminating the practice of oversampling of minority populations, or taking
NHANES out of the field.

« Postponing the Home Health and Hospice Survey, further limiting our understanding
of long-term and end-of-life care.

The Friends are very concerned that postponing the proposed $11 million funding
increase until early 2009 will force NCHS to eliminate these data collection efforts in the
interim and they will not be restored. By way of background, when NCHS has faced
budget shortfalls and cut data collection in the past, the data are only restored years later.
Under severe budget constraints, as we see now, the data are never restored (e.g., the
elimination of data collection on marriage, divorce, and abortions).

Your leadership demonstrates your commitment to ensuring that NCHS is able to
continue uninterrupted collection of vital statistics, restore other important data collection
and analysis initiatives, and modernize its systems to increase efficiency, interoperability,
and security. Please know that the Friends of NCHS and our grassroots partners stand
ready to support you in securing $124.7 million for NCHS in fiscal 2009.

Please contact Emily Holubowich at 202.292.6743 or
emily.holubowich@academyhealth.org with any questions or comments.
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