Census Bureau
The status of the Fiscal Year 2008 appropriations process is threatening the fate of a reengineered and more accurate 2010 Census.  Please consider contacting your representatives in the U.S. House and Senate, as well as OMB Director Jim Nussle, to communicate the following two messages:

Grant Funding Exemption in FY 2008 CR
The current Fiscal Year 2008 Continuing Resolution expires on November 16, and it is certain a new one will be needed before the final FY 2008 appropriations bills are enacted. When Congress and the Administration negotiate the terms of the next Continuing Resolution, urge them to include a funding exemption for the Census Bureau.  If the Census Bureau doesn't get an exemption, it will not have enough money to launch critical tests and activities, including the 2008 Census Dress Rehearsal, the only full test of the actual census.  The Census Bureau will also be forced to cancel its test of the handheld computers, forcing it to return to a paper-based census.  This prospect not only threatens the accuracy of the 2010 Census, but also increases its costs by $1.5 billion.  In addition, the 2007 Economic Census will be delayed and probably reduced in scope without sufficient funding in the next CR.

Fund Census Bureau at the Senate-passed level 
Urge Congress to include the higher level of funding the Senate provided the Census Bureau, $1.24 billion, in the final version of H.R. 3093, the Fiscal Year 2008 Commerce, Justice, and Science Appropriations bill.  Again, the increased funding the Bureau requested is necessary to keep final testing and preparations on schedule in 2008 and beyond.  

Visit The Census Project web site (www.thecensusproject.org) for a fact sheet on the consequences of flat-level funding in the Continuing Resolution, as well as previous letters to Congress highlighting key activities in 2008 that require sufficient funding.   
Contact information for U.S. Representatives is available at:  http://www.house.gov/writerep/
Contact information for U.S. Senators is available at:  http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
The Director of the Office of Management and Budget, Mr. Jim Nussle, can be contacted at:  comments@whitehouse.gov 

NATIONAL INSITUTUES OF HEALTH
The House of Representatives voted Tuesday evening to pass the conference report on H.R. 3043, which combines the FY 2008 Labor-HHS-Education and Military-Construction spending bills. The vote was 269 to 142, with 22 members (11 Democrats and 11 Republicans) not voting. This is 21 votes short of the 290 votes needed to override a presidential veto (assuming all 435 members of the House vote.)
The House and Senate conference agreement on Labor-HHS includes $30 billion for NIH in FY 2008. This is an increase of $1.1 billion (3.8 percent) over the FY 2007 level. The conferees added an additional $100 million beyond what the Senate had proposed. 
On Wednesday, November 7, the U.S. Senate will begin debate on H.R. 3043.  If you support the NIH, please call or e-mail your U.S. Senators and urge them to vote YES on final passage of H.R. 3043 and to vote YES to override the anticipated President's veto of H.R. 3043. 
Contact information for U.S. Senators is available at:  http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
If your Senator is listed below, it is especially important that you call or email to urge his or her support. 
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Thank you!
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