June 23, 2009
Dear Senator :

The undersigned, patient advocacy organizations, scientific and professional societies,
higher education associations, and research institutions, write to express our opposition to
a provision in the SBIR/STTR Reauthorization Act of 2009 (S.1233) that would increase
the allocation for the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program from 2.5% to
3.5% of any federal agency budget that provides more than $100 million for research.

We recognize the benefits of the participation of small businesses in scientific research.
However, a mandatory increase in the SBIR allocation across agencies will necessarily
result in funding cuts for the peer-reviewed research conducted by other organizations.
This fundamental research creates the discoveries that fuel innovation, improve quality of
life and contribute to our country’s economic growth. Indeed, the increase in the SBIR
allocation proposed in S. 1233 will restrict competition for $1 billion in federal research
dollars, during a time when future funding levels are uncertain. Rather than increasing
support for one type of research at the expense of all others, we urge Congress to work
with the Obama Administration to increase funding for all research, thereby increasing
the total investment in SBIR.

We hope to work with you to address the issue of the SBIR allocation as the legislative
process moves forward.

Sincerely,
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American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)
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Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC)

Association of American Universities (AAU)

Association of Independent Research Institutes (AIRI)
Association of Population Centers (APC)

Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (A+P+L+U)
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Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology (FASEB)
Federation of Behavioral, Psychological, and Cognitive Sciences (FBPCS)
Harvard University

Indiana University
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National Council for Science and the Environment (NCSE)
National Health Council

National Multiple Sclerosis Society
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